
The Carlsbad City Council will soon consider new 
rules to restrict overnight parking of recreational 
and oversized vehicles.
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Background
The city has received an increase in complaints from residents and business 
owners about RV parking on city streets. In some cases RV owners are dumping 
raw sewage on the street and not cooperating with police when they attempt 
to enforce existing no camping rules. In other cases RV owners are having a 
negative effect on their neighborhood by parking for too long, storing their 
RV on public streets or blocking sight distance at driveways and intersections. 
A proposed new city ordinance would enable our Police officers to address 
these types of cases more easily with fewer resources so they can be deployed 
to higher priorities in the community. The new oversized vehicle ordinance will 
include provisions to accommodate the needs of law-abiding city residents and 
their guests for short term overnight parking. 
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The proposed new ordinance would include:
n Yearly Residential Permit: City of Carlsbad residents who own an 

RV could apply for a yearly free permit to park their vehicle on a 
public street at their residence for up to 72 hours, four times within 
each month. This would allow owners to load and unload vehicles 
before and after a trip with a minimum 24 hours in-between. 

n Temporary 72 Hour Guest Permit: Carlsbad residents could apply 
for a temporary permit for their guests. This free permit would 
allow residents to have guests with an RV park at their residence 
for up to 72 hours, six times a year (with a minimum of 24 hours 
in-between visits).

n Commercial Property Permit: Hotels or motels could allow 
guests to park RVs next to these inns on public streets if the RV 
cannot be accommodated in the property’s parking lot. The city 
would issue each hotel and motel reusable permits that they can 
give to their guests. 

Please visit www.carlsbadca.gov/transportation to read a draft of the 
ordinance or stop by the City of Carlsbad Transportation Department, 
1635 Faraday Ave., Carlsbad, CA 92008. If you would like to provide 
comments on the proposed ordinance, please submit them in writing 
via email to transportation@carlsbadca.gov or via mail to the 
Transportation Department. For questions, please call 760-602-2430.
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